DexConnect

JULY 2020

FICCI GLOBAL ESSAY WRITING
COMPETITION

E/ 21 YEARS OR ABOVE

@ JuLy 15, 2020

The Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) s
inviting students to summarize their
ideas on the given topics and submit it
in a 3,000 word essay. Essays should be
mailed to the given email address.
Winners will receive a three day fully-
funded trip to the World Expo in Dubai
and will be felicitated at a Gala
reception at the Indian Pavilion.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

MIT’s Guide to Writing Effective Essays:
bit.ly/mitessayguide

Forbes Guide to Fight COVID-19:
bit.ly/covidtechnologyguide

&

bit.ly/ficciessaycompetition

FISHBOWL CHALLENGE 2020

E/ UNDERGRADUATES & GRADUATES

@© JuLy 15, 2020

The challenge invites students to join
teams from around the world and solve

global problems through their
collaborative effort. Candidates are
required to submit a paragraph

expressing their interest in one of the
given problem areas. 100 shortlisted
candidates will be invited to go through
a team formation process and then
begin the first round of the project.
Winners will join a fully funded summer
program to bring their ideas to life.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Forbes Guide to Writing Business Plans:
bit.ly/forbesbusinessplanguide

Stanford's Guide to Social Innovation:
bit.ly/socialinnovationguide

@

bit.ly/fishbowlchallenge2020

AMAZON RAISE-UP
BUILDATHON

E/ 18 YEARS OR ABOVE

@ JjuLy 15, 2020

Amazon is inviting students to develop
(or update) sustainable solutions that
help the nonprofit sector and cultural
institutions engage the public to drive

critical donations, uphold mission
delivery, and address the evolving
challenges faced by the sector.

Participants must integrate at least one
Amazon Web Service (AWS) into their
solutions and submit a demo video
demonstrating their application.
Winners will receive up to $40,800 in
cash prizes.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

A Brief Introduction to AWS:
bit.ly/awsguide

@

bit.ly/amazonraiseupbuildathon

DexConnect is
now on Telegram

How to join?

1. Download/Open Telegram App on
your phone

2. Search @DexConnect %
3. Join the channel

4. Receive DexConnect Opportunity
Updates every month via Telegram

COVID-19 BIOMEDICAL WASTE
TREATMENT CHALLENGE

[4 OPEN TO ALL

@ JuLy 15, 2020

The Prime Minister's Science,
Technology and Innovation Advisory
Council (PM-STIAC) has set up the
“Swachh Bharat Unnat Bharat” Waste to
Wealth Mission to identify technology
solutions for India’s waste challenges.
The mission invites technology
applications to address the challenge of
safe collection and disposal of large
volumes of waste being generated
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Selected
applicants will be provided financial
support to demonstrate their prototype.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

COVID-19 Waste Management Guide:
bit.ly/covidwastemanagementguide

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

@

bit.ly/covidwastetreatmentchallenge


https://www.fishbowlchallenge.com/thecompetition
https://www.dexconnect.org/
http://ficci.in/events-page.asp?evid=24894
https://amazonraiseup.devpost.com/
https://secure.mygov.in/task/covid-19-biomedical-waste-treatment-innovation-challenge/

BIOPHILIA POSTER DESIGN
COMPETITION

[ OPEN TO ALL

@© JuLy 15, 2020

The competition invites students to
submit posters that explore the
relationship between nature and the
living world through graphic design.
Entries need to be submitted as a digital
file and here is no limit to the number
of posters participants can submit. A
total of four winners will receive cash
prizes worth $4,250 and all participants
will receive a certificate of participation.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Poster Making:
bit.ly/posterprep

@

bit.ly/biophiliapostercontest

ONE YOUNG WORLD
SCHOLARSHIP

8 18 YEARS OR ABOVE

@© JuLy 17, 2020

The scholarship is inviting applications
from young leaders who are working in
the fields of climate change, well being
or inclusion and have demonstrated
commitment to shaping a more fair,
more equal society in which everyone
can succeed. Candidates would be
judged on the basis  of their
demonstrated capacity for leadership
and understanding of global/local
issues. Winners will receive a fully
funded trip to One Young World Summit
2021 in Munich.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Harvard University Strategies for Essay
Writing: bit.ly/essaywritingguide

UN’s Guidebook to Social Inclusion:
bit.ly/unsocialinclusionguidebook

@

bit.ly/youngworldscholarship

UNICEF YUWAAH DESIGN
CHALLENGE

[# 10 - 24 YEARS

@© JuLy 15, 2020

Students are invited to pick a challenge
statement or create a challenge of their
own and design solutions that help
navigate through the COVID-19 crisis.
Participants can build a team of their
own and submit the solutions as a photo
or video story. The top three solutions
from each age cohort will receive a
Certificate of Merit and will be
promoted by YuWaah and UNICEF.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Stanford's Guide to Social Innovation:
bit.ly/socialinnovationguide

UNICEF Change Making Toolkit:
bit.ly/unicefchangemakingtoolkit

@

bit.ly/yuwaahdesignchallenge

HCL BETTER HEALTH
HACKATHON

E/ 18 YEARS OR ABOVE

@© juLy 22, 2020

Participants are required to choose a

given problem or identify their own
challenge based on the given four
themes and use coding to build a

solution. Students can participate as an
individual or a team. 25 finalists will be
selected to pitch their ideas in front of
panel members. A total of $40,000 will
be distributed among the winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Stanford's Guide to Social Innovation:
bit.ly/socialinnovationguide

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

&

bit.ly/hclbetterhealthhackathon

NASA CINESPACE SHORT FILM
COMPETITION

[ OPEN TO ALL

@© JuLy 186, 2020

NASA and Houston Cinema Space Society
are inviting students to explore NASA's
digital archives and create short films
inspired by, and incorporating, real
NASA footage. Films can be
experimental, narrative, documentary,
comedy, drama, animation, ambient,
music videos, re-mix or horror. Each
participant can submit up to 5 short
films. Winner will receive a grand prize
of $10,000 and a total of $8,000 will be
distributed among runners-up.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Video Production:
bit.ly/videoguidebook

NASA Video Library:
bit.ly/nasavideolibrary

@

bit.ly/nasacinespacecompetition

ART MOVES BILLBOARD
CONTEST

[4 OPEN TO ALL

@ JuLy 23, 2020

Students are invited to prepare an
artwork in response to this year's
competition theme: “Epidemics - a

global catastrophe, a punishment, or a
chance to reinvent yourself and the
world?”. Participants can submit their
entries individually or as a team. The
grand prize winner will receive a total of
$1,278 in prize money and 10 selected
works will be displayed on billboards
during the Art Moves Festival in Torun,
Poland.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Designing Billboards:
bit.ly/billboarddesignguide

MIT’s Guide on Essentials of Design:
bit.ly/mitdesignessentials

@

bit.ly/artmovesbillboardcontest


https://biophiliaposters.com/competition/
http://youthchallenge.designforchangeindia.com/
https://tongal.com/project/CineSpace2020#!/tab-brief
https://www.oneyoungworld.com/zurich-one-young-world-scholarship
https://hclbetterhealth.bemyapp.com/
http://artmovesfestival.org/

ROYAL SOCIETY OF BIOLOGY
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

[ OPEN TO ALL

@ JuLy 24, 2020

The theme for this year’'s contest is -
Our Changing World. Participants are
required to submit photographs that
illustrate the changes which occur
within nature, including metamorphosis
and shifts from young to adult, how
habitats develop during ecological
succession, how wildlife adapts, or the
impacts humans have on nature. A total
of 1,500 Euros will be distributed among
the winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Photography Guidebook:
bit.ly/photographyguidebook2

@

bit.ly/biologyphotographycompetition

FOYLE YOUNG POETS OF THE
YEAR AWARD

[M 11 -17 YEARS

@ JjuLy 31, 2020

Students are invited to submit a poem
on any theme and of any length. Poems
must be written in English but can
include phrases from another language.
The top 15 poems will be printed in the
winner's print anthology, 85 selected
poems will be published in an online
anthology and all participants will
receive a Certificate of Participation.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Poetry Writing:
bit.ly/poetrywritingguide

@

bit.ly/youngpoetsaward

UNESCO STAMP DESIGN
CONTEST

[¥ OPEN TO ALL
@© JuLy 27, 2020

The Department of Posts, Government
of India is inviting students to design a
stamp on the theme of “UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in India (Cultural)”.
Entries should be accompanied by a
brief write up of 50-60 words describing
the subject of the photograph. The
grand prize winner will receive INR
50,000 in prize money and the runners
up will receive INR 25,000 and 10,000
respectively.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Drawing:
bit.ly/drawingguidebook

MIT’s Guide on Essentials of Design:
bit.ly/mitdesignessentials

@

bit.ly/unescostampdesigncontest

HERO GROUP’S RKM
SCHOLARSHIP

&/ HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

@ juLy 31, 2020

The Rama Kant Munjal Scholarship is
awarded to meritorious students who
are in need of financial support for their

higher education. Participants are
required to fill an online application
form and selected candidates would

then be called for an interview. Winners
will receive a scholarship of up to Rs.
5,00,000 per year for a period of 3
years.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

MIT’s Guide to Writing Effective Essays:
bit.ly/mitessayguide

Stanford’s Guide to Resume and Cover
Letter: bit.ly/resumeprep2

@

bit.ly/rkmscholarship

APPS 4 DIGITAL PEACE
CONTEST

[¥ 16 - 32 YEARS

@ JuLy 30, 2020

The United Nations Office of
Disarmament Affairs along with Apps for
Digital Peace is inviting students to
develop solutions that increase online
stability and reduce the occurrence of
malicious use of cyberspace. The
submissions should include a technical
element, whether that be a mobile app,
hardware product, code, or others.
Finalists will receive mentoring from
cybersecurity professionals and a total
of $30,000 will be distributed among
three winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES
A Brief Introduction to Cybersecurity:

bit.ly/cybersecurityguidebook

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

@

bit.ly/digitalpeaceappscontest

GOOGLE INDIA CODE TO LEARN
CONTEST

[4 GRADES 5 - 12

@ JuLy 31, 2020

Google is inviting students to create
coding and Machine Learning projects
using tools like Scratch, App Inventor or
Google Cloud AutoML. Students can
participate in any of the three class
categories: Classes 5-8, Classes 9-10 and
Classes 11-12. Winners from each class
category will receive laptops, tablets
and certificates.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

Harvard’s Introduction to Computer
Science: bit.ly/harvardcodingcourse

@

bit.ly/googlecodetolearncontest


https://www.mygov.in/node/295171/
https://cybertechaccord.org/apps-4-digital-peace-contest-registration/
https://foyleyoungpoets.org/
https://rkmfoundation.org/scholarships.html
https://codetolearn.withgoogle.com/code2learn_2020/course
https://www.rsb.org.uk/get-involved/rsb-competitions/photography-competition

BIOPAGE STORYTELLING
CONTEST

[ OPEN TO ALL

@ JuLry 31, 2020

Students are invited to write about their
experiences of quarantine life in 5,000
characters or less. Participants can
include pictures in their stories. The
grand prize winner will receive $1,000 in
cash prize and three up will receive
$200 each.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Harvard’s Guide to Storytelling:
bit.ly/storytellingguidebook

@

bit.ly/biopagestorytellingcontest

IIT ROORKEE BUSINESS IDEA
COMPETITION

[ OPEN TO ALL

@ juLy 31, 2020

Students are invited to submit an
original startup idea pitch in the form of
a three minute video or a maximum of
5-slider PDF. Entries would be judged on
basis of the problem that was chosen to
solve, feasibility, the target market and
scalability of the idea. A total of INR
5,500 would be distributed among the
winners and all participants will receive
a participation certificate.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Forbes Guide to Writing Business Plans:
bit.ly/forbesbusinessplanguide

Stanford's Guide to Social Innovation:
bit.ly/socialinnovationguide

@

bit.ly/businessideacompetition

DEFCC LOGO DESIGN
CHALLENGE

(4 OPEN TO ALL
@ juLy 31, 2020

The Department of Environment Forest
and Climate Change, Govt. of Bihar
(DEFCCQ), is inviting students to design a
graphic logo for the department. The
logo should graphically convey the
philosophy, objective and roles of DEFCC
as an environmental conservationist
organization and Bihar's Culture's co-
dependence on nature for a sustainable
lifestyle. The winner will receive INR
50,000 in cash prize.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Logo Designing:
bit.ly/logobeginnersguide

MIT’s Guide on Essentials of Design:
bit.ly/mitdesignessentials

@

bit.ly/defcclogodesignchallenge

INTERNATIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY GRANT

&/ 18 YEARS OR ABOVE

@ juLy 31, 2020

Participants are required to submit a
series of photographs built as one
consistent project. Each project can
have up to 10 images. Submissions
should be accompanied by a project
description of no more than 50 words.
The grand prize winner will receive
$1,000 in cash prize to further their
visual project and finalists will receive
Certificates of Achievement.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Photography Guidebook:
bit.ly/photographyguidebook2

&

bit.ly/internationalphotographygrant

ITU WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY
CHALLENGE

[4 STARTUPS

@ JuLy 31, 2020

The challenge seeks to support women
tech innovators whose solutions are
making a difference in their
communities and who are empowering
other women to improve  their
productive and economic capacity in all
sectors. The submitted solutions may
fall under two categories: Tech Solutions
for Communities and Digital Solutions to
Increase  Productive and Economic
Capacity. Winners will attend an online
award ceremony and receive
professional mentorship.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Stanford’s Guide to Writing Business
Plans: bit.ly/businessplanguide1

Harvard’s Guidebook for Technology
Startups: bit.ly/techstartupguidebook

@

bit.ly/womenintechnologychallenge

IBM CALL FOR CODE
CHALLENGE

[4 OPEN TO ALL

@ JuLy 31, 2020

Students are invited to use IBM
resources and create applications that
help fight against COVID-19 or climate
change. The solution should be a
sustainable open source project that can
be deployed quickly and scaled around
the world. Participants are required to
submit a public link to the source code
of their application along with a 3
minute demo video. The winning project
will receive a grand prize of $200,000.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

Harvard’s Guidebook for Technology
Startups: bit.ly/techstartupguidebook

@

bit.ly/ibmcallforcode


https://www.mygov.in/task/design-logo-department-environment-forest-and-climate-change-defcc/
https://www.iitr-mcc.tech/ideate2020
https://internationalphotogrant.com/
https://developer.ibm.com/callforcode/get-started/
https://www.biopage.com/contest
https://cocreate.itu.int/

INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY
CODE QUIz

E/ 18 YEARS OR ABOVE

@ JuLry 31, 2020

The quiz consists of 20 questions about
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) to be answered in ten minutes.
Performance on the quiz will be
evaluated on the basis of “Maximum
Correct Answers in the Shortest Time”.
The best performer will be awarded a
cash prize of INR 1,00,000 and runners-
up will receive INR 50,000 and 25,000
respectively. Top ten percent of
participants  will also receive a
Certificate of Merit.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code: bit.ly/ibcguidebook

@

bit.ly/nationalibcquiz

FINISH MONDIAL SANITATION
CHALLENGE

[ OPEN TO ALL

@ JjuLy 31, 2020

The challenge invites students to create
innovative solutions that reduce the
cost of sanitation systems and increases
the speed of construction. Participants
are required to submit a detailed design
explaining their idea along with
calculations of the cost saved. A total of
6,000 Euros will be distributed among
the winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

MIT’s Guide on Essentials of Design:
bit.ly/mitdesignessentials

@

bit.ly/finishsanitationchallenge

SHARK TANK OF WELLNESS
STUDENT COMPETITION

[ UNDERGRADUATES AND GRADUATES
@ juLy 31, 2020

Students are invited to submit
innovative ideas for the Wellness
industry through a concept submission
form and a 1-2 minute video
presentation of their idea. Finalists will
be invited to pitch their idea at the
Wellness Summit in Tel Aviv, Israel on a
fully funded trip. A total of $10,000 in
prize money will be distributed among
three winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Stanford’s Guide to Social Innovation:
bit.ly/socialinnovationguide

Forbes Guide to Writing Business Plans:
bit.ly/forbesbusinessplanguide

@

bit.ly/globalwellnesscompetition

FETISOV JOURNALISM AWARD

[ OPEN TO ALL

(@ AUGUST 01, 2020

The award recognizes freelance or
professional journalists from around the
globe who are changing the world for
the better through their groundbreaking
stories. Participants are required to
submit their personal details along with
their  publications. The submitted
publications should be in less than
20,000 words. A total of $546,000 will be
distributed among the winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Stanford’s Guide to Resume and Cover
Letters: bit.ly/resumeprep2

MIT’s Guide to Writing Effective Essays:
bit.ly/mitessayguide

&

bit.ly/fetisovjournalismaward

COVID-19 RESPONSE FUND

[4 STARTUPS
@ JjuLry 31, 2020

The fund aims to help early-stage
startups and social enterprises adapt to
the pandemic. Participants are required
to fill an application form explaining
what they would do with the given
funds. The grand prize winner will
receive a $1,000 grant to further their
initiative.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

MIT’s Guide to Writing Effective Essays:
bit.ly/mitessayguide

Forbes Guide to Fight COVID-19:
bit.ly/covidtechnologyguide

@

bit.ly/covidresponsefundcontest

HEROX WRITERS’ DRAFT
CONTEST

[4 OPEN TO ALL

( AUGUST 06, 2020

The contest is divided into two phases.
Students are invited to submit their
write-ups on any of the given topics in
Phase 1 and selected students are then
required to complete a writing
assignment in Phase 2. The grand prize
winner will receive a total of $1,000 in
cash prize and three runners-up will
receive $750, $500 and $250
respectively.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

MIT’s Guide to Writing Effective Essays:
bit.ly/mitessayguide

Harvard’s Guide to Storytelling:
bit.ly/storytellingguidebook

@

bit.ly/writersdraftcontest


https://www.globalwellnesssummit.com/2020-global-wellness-summit/shark-tank-of-wellness-student-competition/
http://finishmondial.org/sanitationchallenge/
https://fjawards.com/what-is-fja
https://www.herox.com/writersdraft
https://quiz.mygov.in/quiz/quiz-on-insolvency-and-bankruptcy-code/
https://startupxs.com/fund/startupxs-covid-19-response-fund_2020/

WORLD BANK MISSION BILLION
CHALLENGE

[ OPEN TO ALL

( AUGUST 14, 2020

Students  are invited to  submit
innovative solutions to increase
inclusion and access to digital platforms
such as identification systems. The
solution should focus on how countries
can increase their efforts to support
groups who often lack smartphones,
computers and broadband internet and
help them gain access to digital services
such as cash transfers. A total of
$150,000 in cash prize will be
distributed among the winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Stanford’s Guide to Social Innovation:
bit.ly/socialinnovationguide

Google’s Guide to Programming:
bit.ly/foundationsofprogramming

@

bit.ly/worldbankbillionchallenge

NEW YORK TIMES SUMMER
READING CONTEST

[ GRADES 9 - 12

( AUGUST 21, 2020

The contest invites students to choose
something from the New York Times that
has sparked their interest and write on
the topic - “What interested you most in
The Times this week? Why?". Responses
must be in 300 words or fewer. Winning
entries will be published on the New
York Times Learning Network.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Harvard University Strategies for Essay
Writing: bit.ly/essaywritingguide

NYT’s Guide to Writing Effective
Responses: bit.ly/responsesguide

@

bit.ly/summerreadingcontest

YALE DRAMA SERIES
PLAYWRITING COMPETITION

(¥ OPEN TO ALL

(@ AUGUST 15, 2020

Participants are invited to submit
original, unpublished full-length plays,
with @ minimum of 65 pages. The
submitted manuscript must be in
English and should not have been
professionally produced or published
before. The winner will be awarded the
David Charles Horn Prize of $10,000 and
their manuscript will be published by
Yale University Press and will have a
staged reading at Lincoln Center’s Claire
Tow Theater.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

A Brief Guide to Playwriting:
bit.ly/playwritingguide

New York Film Academy’s Guide to
Scriptwriting: bit.ly/scriptwritingguide

@

bit.ly/yaleplaywritingcompetition

UN MY WORLD 360° MEDIA
COMPETITION

[ OPEN TO ALL

( AUGUST 31, 2020

The United Nations is inviting students
to submit solutions and approaches with
the potential to scale and be replicated
elsewhere that help recover from the
COVID-19 crisis. The solutions should
aim at mobilising, inspiring and
connecting communities. Participants
are required to share their story of
either their pre-COVID example of best
practice or a response to the current
global crisis. The winning initiatives
would be honored at the UN SDG Award
ceremony.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

UN Sustainability Guidebook:
bit.ly/sustainabilityguidebook

A Brief Guide to Video Production:
bit.ly/videoguidebook

&

bit.ly/unmediacompetition

NASA LUNAR LOO CHALLENGE

[4 OPEN TO ALL

(@ AUGUST 17, 2020

NASA is inviting students to submit
design concepts for compact toilets that
can operate in both micro gravity and
lunar gravity. NASA is looking for a next-
generation device that is smaller, more
efficient, and capable of working in both
micro gravity and lunar gravity. ldeas
can be submitted in two categories -
Technical (18 years or above) and Junior
(below 18 years old). A total of $35,000
will be distributed among three winners.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES
NSS Space Journal: bit.ly/spacejournal

MIT’s Guide on Essentials of Design:
bit.ly/mitdesignessentials

@

bit.ly/nasalunarchallenge

PHOTOGRAPHY 4 HUMANITY

E/ 18 YEARS OR ABOVE

(© AUGUST 31, 2020

The competition is inviting students to
submit photographs that relate to
human rights issues and illustrate
courage, despair, hope, injustice, hate,
compassion, human rights failures or
victories in ways small and large. The
grand prize winner will receive $5,000 in
cash prize and Top 10 Finalists’
photographs will be exhibited at the
United Nations Headquarters in New
York.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Photography Guidebook:
bit.ly/photographyguidebook2

@

bit.ly/photography4humanity


https://yalebooks.yale.edu/yale-drama-series-submissions
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/21/learning/the-11th-annual-new-york-times-summer-reading-contest.html
https://unric.org/en/my-world-360-media-selection-and-call-for-immersive-media/
https://www.photography4humanity.com/2020-global-prize
https://id4d.worldbank.org/missionbillion
https://www.nasa.gov/lunar-loo-challenge

